
 

 
 
H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu):  
Parents, staff and students are all acutely 
aware of the current situation in Australia with 
respect to the Swine Flu. The School 
Administration, the Department of Education 
and Early Childhood Development along with 
the Department of Human Services all have 
very strict procedures in place to address any 
concerns regarding cases of the flu.  
The best advice we can give all in our 
community is to make sure that very strict 
health and hygiene procedures are in place 
at home and for parents to reinforce the 
need for students to make sure they  follow 
the same procedures at school. Wash your 
hands thoroughly, if you have a cough or 
the need to sneeze please cover your 
mouth; preferably with a tissue.  
We fully appreciate the concern everyone has 
in this situation and also recommend that you 
call the Swine Flu Hotline on 180 2007 should 
you have an further enquiries. 
 
National Reconciliation week:  
National Reconciliation Week is an important 
time for all Australians. We recognize this 
week by flying the Australian Aboriginal flag.  
The theme for this year is ñ SEE THE 
PERSON, NOT THE STEREOTYPEò. This 
sends a significant message to all of us and is 
being highlighted this week. One would hope 
that this message can be applied at all times. 
 
SunSmart message:  
SunSmart has issued a message which 
advises us that with lower UV levels in the 
winter months it is important to increase sun 
exposure to maintain levels of vitamin D.  
Vitamin D is naturally created by the body 
when skin is exposed to direct sunlight and is 
essential for general health and well being, 
particularly for the development and 
maintenance of healthy bones, muscles and 
teeth. 
 
Have a great week - Brendan OôBrien 

 
Dear Parents and Families:  

 

Welcome to this weekôs newsletter. 
 
Congratulations Mrs Gregson  -  Robyn  has 
been awarded her ócertificate of recognition for 
35 years of service ó to the Department of 
Education. This is certainly a significant 
achievement and one that we know is well 
deserved. Robyn is a role model to members 
of the profession and has wonderful skills in 
dealing with staff, students and parents. She 
has particular strength in the area of student 
well being and has brought a wealth of 
knowledge to our school in this field. Our 
support programs are intricate, complex and 
well placed to serve the needs of all in our 
community thanks to Robynôs leadership and 
management. Well done Robyn, keep up the 
great work for schools. And best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 
 
Congratulations Mrs Soto & family - 
Congratulations to Lynette and Michael 
Soto on the safe arrival of their new 
daughter, Ava, born earlier this week. 
A new sister for Isabella and Telissa. 
 
Independent reading:  
May I continue to encourage families to spend 
time reading at home. Research clearly shows 
that the reading of ómeaningful booksô is 
strongly linked to óreading improvementsô in 
students. It has been found (through research) 
that the amount of time spent in independent 
reading was the best predictor of reading 
achievement and also the best predictor of the 
amount of gain in reading achievement made 
by students. Independent reading improves 
óReading Fluencyô , óIncreases Vocabularyô and 
óBuilds Background Knowledgeô for readers. 
Please ask your childrenôs teachers about 
selecting the óJust Rightô books for them to 
read at home and to explain a little more about 
what óIndependent readingô is.  

 

A little snippet for you: óIndependent Readingô 
is far more than your child óREADING ALONEô, 
it is most important for adults to engage with 
their children in the reading process. 
 

REMINDER:  FRIDAY 12TH JUNE, 2009 
Pupil Free Day  
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Dates to Remember  

MAY:  

Friday 29th:  

Round 4 Winter Sport 

ANPS (home) v St. Marys 

Williamstown 

Book Club Issue 4 orders 

due today. 

 

JUNE:  

Prep Unit: AEDI Research 

Wednesday 3rd:  

Junior School Council 

Friday 5th:  

Round 5 Winter Sport 

ANPS (away) v Willy North 

Monday 8th:  

Queenôs Birthday  

Public Holiday  

Friday 12th:  

Pupil Free Day 

Monday 15th:  

School Council 7pm 

Friday 26th:  

Term 2 Ends 

 

JULY:  

MONDAY 13th:  

Term 3 starts 08:45am 

Monday 20th:  

P&F Chocolate Drive starts 

School Council 7pm 

Friday 31st:  

P&F Chocolate Drive ends  

 

AUGUST: 

Monday 3rd:  

School Council 7pm 

Wednesday 5th:  

Junior School Council 

Monday 10th -Wed 12th:  

Wakakirri Heats 

Tuesday 18th -Friday 21st:  

Camp Baanya Biami 

 

SEPTEMBER: 

Wednesday 2nd:  

Junior School Council 

Monday 6th -Friday 18th:  

Intensive Swim Program 

Friday 18th:  

Term 3 ends. 

 
Term 4:  
5th Oct - 19th December  

From the Principal 

http://www.altonanorthps.vic.edu.au/


 

If you would like to receive the newsletter via email 
each week, please send us an email at 
altona.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au to be added to 
the distribution list. 

BOOKCLUB ISSUE4: Orders due TOMORROW: 
Friday 29th May  
Catalogues have been distributed to all children. 
Orders and payment must be received by Friday 29th 
May. If paying by cheque or money order, please 
make payable to SCHOLASTIC AUSTRALIA. 
Unfortunately orders received after tomorrow cannot 
be accepted. 

SPORT REPORTS:  
Netball Team ñBò by Pania Hika. 

Last Friday Team B played netball again 
Williamstown Gold. The scores were 1-12. 

Unfortunately we lost. The game started off pretty 
well but we got carried away with our stepping. The 

second half we improved a lot. Some fantastic players 
were Monique, Tyson, Namarra and myself. I would like 
to thank Mrs CV for coaching us. 
 
Netball Team ñAò by Jenny Falla. 
We played Williamstown Gold last Friday and the 
scores were 1-23. Unfortunately we lost. I think our 
game could have improved a bit but overall we 
improved in our teamwork skills. Some fantastic players 
were Mona, Patricia and myself. Thanks to Mrs CV for 
coaching us. 

 

 

Soccer by Monnie Abbas.  
The first half of our match was a tough gruelling 
half. The first half finished off as 0-0. The second 
half was an even harder half. Willy Gold scored 

the first goal but our team fought back and then Ahmad 
Hakim scored a goal for our team! Our team kept 
putting up a fight and Shaquille saved the day by 
saving two goals which were about to go in. Our goalie, 
Abdullah, became the first ñNinjaò goalie in soccer 
history. Our team played well and at the end of the 
match the scores were 1-1. We would like to thank Mr 
McBride for coaching us and also for washing our 
uniforms! 

 
 

Badminton by Nicole Jones.  
Each Friday a group of 5/6ôs go to the Badminton 
Centre. We walk there and back. A person who 
has improved a lot is James, especially in his 

serving. We would like to congratulate everyone for 
crossing the roads quickly and safely. We would also 
like to thank Mr Bill for being a fantastic help. Some of 
the other kids to have improved are Sharn, Asmaa, 
Faris, Charlie, Tayla and Khaldie. 

 

Softball by Hajar & Jorja -Kate.  
Williamstown won the bat toss and decided to 

bat first. We started a little low in the first round 
but in the second round we lifted our game to 
score 8 runs. Sadly we lost. The scores at the 

end of the game were Williamstown 14 - Altona 
North 8. Everyone played extremely well. We would like 
to thank Miss Shiels for coaching us. 

 

Football by Hamza Ali.  
Unfortunately we lost our football match again Willy 
Gold last week. The scores were 21 goals, 12 points to 
3 goals, 2 points. Our goal kickers were Mohamed - 2 
goals and Billy - 1 goal. Our best players were 
Mohamed, Mahmoud, Youseff, Zane, big Ahmad and 
myself. Our aim was to score a goal and we beat that 
by kicking 3 goals! There was a lot of team work and 
we never stopped trying. We were very brave and 
courageous. We all encouraged each other. If we 
play like that next week hopefully we can win the 
game. Thank you Mr Jaggard for coaching 
us and with training we will put on a better 
show. 

PREP UNIT: 
School Nurse Health Questionnaire: Could all 
parents of Prep children please return the large white 
envelope as soon as possible so that dates for the 
school nurse visit can be set. If you do not want to 
complete the information and have your child take part 
in the program, please let your childôs teacher know. 
 

Australian Early Development Index ( AEDI):  
Families of Prep children will have now received an 
orange notice advising them of the AEDI (Australian 
Early Development Index) Research which will be 
undertaken by all Prep Teachers. This is a confidential 
research program. If you do not  want the information 
about your child to be collected please contact the 
school. 
 

If you have any question about either of the above 
please speak with your childôs classroom teacher. 
 

Thank you, Ms Chere Khann, Mrs Elizabeth Paterson 
& Miss Sarah Hamond. 


