
 

NEW ROAD RULES:  Please read the article 
on page 2 of this newsletter. Childrenôs 
safety is of great concern to us all. Please 
also ensure that members of you family 
understand these laws. It has also been 
pointed out to me that parents are not 
stopping in safe areas to collect their 
children. The Council By Laws Officer will be 
around shortly to ensure that all road laws 
are enforced. 
 
FOPA:  Next week our choir will perform at 
FOPA in the afternoon. This fantastic 
Performing Arts event for all schools in the 
Hobsons Bay area is held at Paisley 
Secondary Colege hall and all families are 
welcome. Please speak to Miss Jedda for 
more details.  
 

Have a great week ï Brendan OôBrien 

Dear Parents and Families:  
 

Welcome to this weekôs newsletter. 
 

NUMERACY & LITERACY WEEK:  
Congratulations again to Miss Touma and 
her team of staff: Miss Kehoe, Miss Hamond 
and Mrs Marcok on their outstanding 
organisation for our special week at ANPS.  

 

A big thank you to the 45 visitors who 
attended our Open session yesterday. It was 
wonderful to have so many parents and 
grandparents attend, read stories and join in 
with classroom learning. I received a number 
of compliments from families as they were 
leaving the school.  

 

We had a special visitor on Wednesday 
after recess: Mrs Katherine Henderson ; 
our Regional Director, visited classrooms, 
spoke to students and staff and examined 
our new buildings. Katherine also met with 
the Leadership Team and on leaving passed 
on her thanks as well as congratulations on 
the engaging learning environment we have 
created at ANPS. Well done everyone. 

 

Book Character Parade: Our parade takes 
place tomorrow morning and all óOnlookersô 
are welcome. Thank you to all the students 
who attempted to name the character Mr 
OôBrien will be dressed up as tomorrow. I 
canôt wait to see the students dressed up in 
character; especially the Preps. If parents 
are at school tomorrow and want to take 
photographs please speak to Mr OôBrien 
and we will arrange a photo opportunity for 
your child. It is important that families ONLY 
take photos of THEIR children. 
 
ATHLETICS SPORTS:  
Congratulations to all of our students and 
staff who attended and competed in the 
District Sports on Tuesday. I was delighted 
with the behaviour and endeavour of all 
competitors. Staff feedback was very 
positive indeed. Thank you Miss Shiels, all 
attending staff and students for putting your 
óbest foot forwardô on the day. The relays are 
yet to be completed and at that time we will 
find out the overall results. 

REMINDER: 9:15am whole school ñBook Character Paradeò. 
Gold coin donation - all proceeds from this event will enable us  

to purchase new books for our library. 

 

 Altona North Primary School 
Cresser Street, Altona North 3025  

P.O. Box 218, Altona North 3025  
Phone:  

Fax: 
Email:  

Web:  

(03) 93914233 
(03) 93918680 
altona.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.altonanorthps.vic.edu.au  

September 10th, 2009  
Newsletter No: 28  

Dates to Remember  

 

SEPTEMBER: 
Monday 7th - Friday 11th:  
Numeracy & Literacy week 
Friday 11th:  
Book Character Parade 
 
Friday 18th:  
Out of Uniform Day - in 
support of Fight Cancer 
Foundation. 
Term 3 ends  
2pm Assembly  
2:30pm Dismissal 
 

Saturday 19th:  
Ramadan ends 
 

OCTOBER: 
Sunday 4th:  
Daylight Saving Starts 

Monday 5th:  
Term 4 Starts 08:45am 
Monday 12th:  
School Council 7pm 
Wednesday 28th:  
Junior School Council 
 
NOVEMBER: 
Tuesday 3rd:  
Melbourne Cup Day Public  
Holiday - no school 

Wednesday 4th:  
Prep 2010 Transition  
Wednesday 11th:  
Prep 2010 Transition  
Saturday 14th:  
P&F Bunnings Sausage 
Sizzle 
Wednesday 18th:  
Prep 2010 Transition  
 
DECEMBER: 
Wednesday 2nd:  
Prep 2010 Info Evening 
Tuesday 8th December:  
ANPS End of Year Concert 
Yr 7 2010 Orientation Day 
 

Friday 18th December:  
Term 4 ends. 

From the Principal 

CANTEEN ACCOUNTS NOW DUE:  
If your child has forgotten their lunch at any 
stage during the term, Coral has provided 
them with a lunch and a note of explanation 
has been sent home on the same day 
along with the amount of money payable. 
 

Accounts have been sent home to families 
with outstanding amounts owing to the 
canteen.  

 

We ask that these accounts be 
finalised immediately.  

PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY:  
At the last meeting of School Council, (31st 
August), the policy for Parent Payments 
was accepted.  
 

Parent payments add significantly to the 
schoolôs ability to provide a diverse and 
high quality curriculum.  

 

Please visit the schoolôs website at 
www.altonanorthps.vic.edu.au to view this 
policy in its entirety.  

http://www.altonanorthps.vic.edu.au/


 

EMA CHEQUES:  
The second instalment of EMA has arrived. Cheques can 
be collected from the office by the cardholder. If you 
requested payment be deposited directly into your bank 
account, please check with your financial institution to 
ensure this transaction has taken place. 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM  
 
 
 
NEW ROAD RULES:  
From 9 November 2009 there will be some changes to 
Victoriaôs road safety rules. These changes include new 
rules for the use of child restraints and booster seats in 
vehicles and will help parents and carers ensure their 
children are in the safest child restraint or booster seat for 
their age. 

The new rules for using child restraints and booster 
seats: Starting 9 November 2009, children under seven 
years of age must wear a child restraint or booster seat 
when travelling in a car for improved safety.  
The type of restraint will depend on the age of the child as 
follows: 

¶ Children aged under six months must wear an 

approved, properly fastened and adjusted, rear facing child 
restraint 

¶ Children aged between six months and under four 

years  must wear an approved, properly fastened and 
adjusted, rear facing child restraint OR a forward facing 
child restraint with an in-built harness 

¶ Children aged between four years and under seven 

must wear an approved, properly fastened and adjusted, 
forward facing child restraint with an in-built harness OR an 
approved booster seat which is properly positioned and 
fastened. 
 
There are also new laws for where children can sit in 
vehicles.  

¶ If a car has two or more rows of seats, then children 

under four years must not travel in the front seat 
If all seats, other than the front seats, are being used by 
children under seven years, children aged between four 
and six years (inclusive) may travel in the front seat, 
provided they use an approved restraint or booster seat. 
 

The road safety reasons  
 On average, nearly 300 children under the age of seven 
are injured or killed as passengers in vehicles on Victorian 
roads each year 

¶ Parents are generally moving their children into adult 

seatbelts from about the age of five and a half years - 
research suggests this is simply too early 

¶ Children up to seven years are at least four times more 

likely to sustain a head injury in a crash when sitting in an 
adult seatbelt only 
 

Other research shows seating children aged four to seven 
years old in an appropriate booster seat reduces their risk 
of injury in a crash by almost 60 per cent, compared to if 
they were sitting in an adult seatbelt without a booster seat. 

ADOPT-A-SHIP:  On Thursday the 27
th
 of August 10 

people from the 3/4 unit went to Port Melbourne to visit 
MSC Maya. We went to Port Melbourne by mini bus, we 
thought it was a long trip and it was near the city. 
We were met by Lauren and a photographer named Clint. A 
man gave us special jackets, the jackets were bright so 
people on the boats could see us. 
When we drove to the boat we saw big machines called 
Straddles, these machines move the containers onto the 
ships. 
To get on the ship we climbed a long tall, steep ladder. 
We were met by the First Mate, the Second Mate and a 
Cadet. A Cadet is someone who is learning to be a captain. 
We went to the Bridge where we met the Captain. On the 
Bridge the Captain showed us the Compass, Hardcopy 
Maps and Radar Maps. 
(Annie)  It was really interesting. 
(Leona)  I thought it was fabulous. 
The Captain took us to the top of the ship. It was scary 
when we were climbing up the stairs. 
The Cadet and the Second Mate raised the Australian Flag. 
We saw a tugboat moving a big ship. 
We saw the Captainôs Quarters, he had a lounge room, 
bathroom and two bed rooms. 
The second bedroom was for his family or guests. 
The crew were very nice and gave us afternoon tea in the 
Officerôs dining room. 
Afternoon tea was delicious. 
We also saw the Crewôs dining room. 
The Captain took us to the engine room, it was very noisy 
and dark. The engines are at the bottom of the ship. We 
saw the big machines. 
We had to climb a lot of stairs to get to the top deck. It was 
very tiring.  
It would be fun working on a ship because you get to stay 
on the ship and work the machines. 
I really liked it when we were at the very top. 
(Annie)  It was good because we saw everything on the 
ship, the best bit was seeing the bedrooms. 
When I grow up, I would like to travel on a ship to another 
country. 

Mrs Touma and the children on the deck of the MSC Maya 
with some members of the crew. 



 

WILLIAMSTOWN LITTLE ATHLETICS:  
It is now time for children aged 6-15yrs to register for the 2009-
10 season.  
Start of the season: 3rd October.  
End of season: 13th February 2010 
Where: Newport Park Athletics Track - cnr The Strand & North 
Rd, Newport. 
Registration Days at Newport Park:  
Saturday 12th September 2009 9am-11:30am 
Saturday 19th September 2009 9amð11:30am 
Please bring a birth certificate as proof of age if registering a 
child for the first time. 
For further information call: Samantha Cross 0401 760 720 

NEWPORT DIGMAN CRICKET CLUB:  
In2 Cricket (formerly known as MILO Cricket) will be conducted 
on Friday nights from November 6th for children aged between 
5 and 10 years.  
The fee this season will be $60.  
Registration evening: Friday October 23rd. 
Time: 5pm-6pm 
Where: Bryan Martyn Oval, Cnr Market & Derwent Streets, 
Newport. (Clubrooms) 

PARENTS & FRIENDS:  
 

Avon Drive: Thank you to everyone who placed an Avon 
Order. Delivery will take place on Friday afternoon. Orders 
which were received late will be delivered in approximately 
3 weeks time. This event profited $350 for ANPS. 

 

Fatherôs Day: We hope all the dads, grandads and uncles 
enjoyed the gifts the children purchased at our Fatherôs Day 
stall last week. Thank you to the parents who helped out 
with manning the stall. A huge thank you to the families of 
Jack Rogan and Justin Stevenson for their generous 
donations. A wonderful total of $1015.20 was raised from 
the stall. 
 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle: ANPS will be hosting a 
Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Altona North on Saturday 14th 
November. Please make a note of this date in your diary 
and on your calendar at home. Please contact the office if 
you are available to help out on the day at Bunnings. 

C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S: 

SOCIAL SERVICE NEWS:  
ï FOOTY COLOURS DAY ï Friday 18

th
 

September 
Children are encouraged to wear their ófooty 
coloursô on Friday 18

th
 September for our Social 

Service fundraiser for this term. 
 

All proceeds from óFooty Colours Dayô benefit Fight 
Cancer Foundation programs such as the Fight Cancer 
Foundation's "Back on Track" program. 
 

The Back on Track program assists school children with 
cancer. With long absences from school, this program was 
developed to provide a tailored tutoring program for each 
child. They work with the child's school, their teachers, 
peers and medical staff to enable the student to stay 
connected and avoid isolation. 
 

Every $1,040 raised provides the use of a laptop for 1 
year.  
Every $5,000 raised provides a tailored tutoring program 

ANPS & ALTONA TENPIN BOWLING:  
216-230 Blackshaws Rd. Altona North. 
Vouchers have been sent home with the children for the 
upcoming school holidays. These vouchers entitle students 
to bowl at Altona Tenpin at a discounted rate of $7 
per game. For every game bowled using these 
vouchers, $2 will be donated to Altona North 
Primary School. Enjoy yourselves these holidays 
and at the same time, raise funds for ANPS. 

STUDENT EXCHANGE AUSTRALIA:  
In January and February 2010, students, aged 15 ï 18 years, from over 15 countries will be arriving in Australia to study at local schools 
for 5 or 10 months.  Opportunities exist to act as a host family in a volunteer/unpaid capacity.  Hosting can be on a temporary, short or 
long term basis.   
 

Host families help provide our students with the chance to study and experience life in Australia.  This is a great way to learn about 
another country and culture, establish a lifelong link to a family in another country and contribute to international goodwil l.  If your family 
can offer a friendly, supportive and caring home environment, contact us today.   
Telephone 1300 135 331 or visit our website: www.studentexchange.org.au 

GRIMSTONES HATCHED by ASPHYXIA  
Williamstown Mechanics Institute,  

Corner Melbourne Road and Electra Street 
Williamstown  

Saturday 19th September 2pm and 6.30pm 
Tickets cost $15/$10 

9932 1000 
www.hobsonsbaytickets.com.au  

Grimstones - Hatched is a beautiful and entrancing Gothic fairy tale 
about the Grimstone family. There is a girl who reads dreams, a baby 
boy with three legs, a mother who sews garments lined with warmth 
and joy, and a Grandfather who heals with magical concoctions.  
 
Hatched evokes the wonder and mystery of books. It celebrates 
difference, family love and the simple pleasures of life. The story is told 
by Gertrude Grimstone (Asphyxia) and her assistant August (Paula 
Dowse). The storytellers delight audiences through their interaction with 
the puppets and their grace on stage.  
 
This must see show is suitable for families and children of all ages. 
 
Asphyxia is Australiaôs leading deaf circus performer turned puppeteer, 
who has toured nationally and internationally over the past decade with 
her company Sky Works. 

If you would like to receive the newsletter via email 
each week, please send us an email at 
altona.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au to be added to the 
distribution list. 

http://www.studentexchange.org.au/
http://www.hobsonsbaytickets.com.au/


 

Literacy & Numeracy Week at A.N.P.S:  

5 / 6 UNIT PROGRESSION STORY. 2009. 
 

It was a dark, stormy night and the rain was falling heavily. I had just finished my shift at 
McDonalds and I was looking forward to getting home for a yummy meal and a cosy rest in front 
of the fireplace. For tomorrow a group of us were heading to the National Park for a camping 
adventure. As I walked outside the freezing wind hit my face like an avalanche.  I closed my 
jacket up tight and continued the walk to my bike. I heard a strange noise overhead and glanced 
up to see the full moon lighting up the poorly lit car park. Next door was the Hamilton Mansion, a 
massive, mysterious house that was rumoured to be haunted. I donôt know why, but for the first 
time I was scared and sensed that someone was watching meé.   
 
But that was a silly idea. No-one had lived in that forbidding mansion for ages. The idea that 
someone was watching me was ridiculous. I knew that the sensible thing to do was to jump on 
my bike, disregard the strange noise, that was now accompanied by a strange coloured glow, 
and head home to the comfort that the warm fire and yummy meal offered. Somehow I felt that I 
had to put my fear to one side and satisfy my frightened curiosity. I cannot explain why but I was 
being slowly but surely drawn to the front door of the mansion. It was like somebody or 
something was making my legs move for me. When I reached the huge, carved wooden door it 
swung slowly open a little on its groaning, creaking hinges.  
 
I stepped into a long pitch black hallway. My legs were shaking madly as if Iôd been in an 
earthquake. I peered around desperately searching for a light switch but all I could seem to find 
was a figure standing across from me. I strutted toward the looming figure and a hand reached 
out and tapped me on the shoulder. My head was buzzing as I tried to keep myself standing. 
Emerging from the darkness I saw a curious yet familiar face coming ever so closer. The face 
crinkled into laughter as the hallway lit up full of brightness. The looming figure reached out an 
arm and whispered, ñHow are you mate?ò I was stunned and relieved to discover that the voice 
belonged to my best friend Jim. He was playing a trick on me! I started to laugh uncontrollably 
thinking how silly I was to fall for his trick. We linked arms and began to walk down the hallway 
when suddenly we sawé 
 
A massive white light, towards the end of the passage, we walked on terrified of what we might 
see as we got closer, and we saw the enormous dead white eyes peering back at us. We 
screamed our little heads off in terror. It began to move ever so close to us, we felt a chill down 
our spines, we tried to run but it felt as though we were rooted to the spot. The eyes came within 
a meter, they began to circle us. We bumped into a wall and stubbled on to a light switch, the hall 
way lit up, in front of us were two huge giant fire flies buzzing loudly and in a split second they 
took one look at us and took off up the chimney. We ran to the door got on to our bikes and 
frantically paddled our bikes home, only to hear the buzzing sound of the fire flies getting ever so 
close, we realized that we were being chased. We rode back to McDonalds, as we got there we 
heard a large splatter above our heads. We looked up only to find the dripping slime of the 
splattered fire flies oozing all over our faces. It tasted yum!    
 
The End.  
 


