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In preparation for numeracy learning, students will
undertake a number of assessment tasks at the
beginning of the year to determine their learning needs
and inform the development of upcoming lesson plans.
Specific areas of study will include developing students’
place value knowledge and a deep understanding of the
four operations and methods. 

Students will have many opportunities to engage in
problem-solving to improve their ability to apply
strategies through ‘open-ended’ and investigative
problems which may have several possible answers.
Their ideas and insights will be displayed on classroom
“Numeracy Walls”.

Students will also take part in weekly scaffolding
numeracy sessions to further support their learning in
lessons catered for specific abilities. 
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Key datesKey dates
March 4th: Parent-Teacher Share Time
March 9th: Labour Day Holiday

Parent information Parent information Literacy Literacy 
Within Literacy students will be setting up expectations
and responsibilities for our Reading and Writing lessons
as part of our ‘lead into literacy’ program.

Throughout Term 1 students will spend time developing
their writing stamina and the ability to record their
thoughts on the page in interesting detail so it can be
enjoyed by their readers. The 5/6 unit will be exploring
the structure and features of narrative writing, persuasive
texts and the preparation and delivery of speeches for
student leadership positions. 

Students will be using classroom libraries on a daily basis
and developing comprehension strategies to improve their
reading abilities. Their understanding and reflections will
be recorded in their reading journals and displayed on
classroom “Literacy Walls”.

Students will also undertake various reading and writing
assessments at the start of the year so their teachers can
determine their areas for growth. 

This year, Writer’s Notebooks and writing conferences
will continue to be developed as tools to enhance the
students’ writing and learning experiences. 

NumeracyNumeracy

March 11th-13th: NAPLAN
April 2 : Last day of Term 1nd

April 3 : Good Friday public holidayrd

We would like to welcome our students to the 5/6 unit for 2026.
We have started Term 1 off with a very positive note and are
looking forward to the growth each student will make in their
learning. This year the 5/6 Unit consists of two classes with Ms
Saliba (5/6S in RM16) and Mr Leech (5/6L in RM15). Siobhan and
Effie will also be providing an additional education support program
to the 5/6 unit. 

Mornings- All children are expected to be at line up by 8:45am each
morning to be ready for the day’s lessons. Supporting your children
to be ready and on time each morning will ensure they settle into
their learning easily and make the most of their day. 

Homework- Home Learning tasks will be handed out on Mondays.
Being supportive and encouraging of your child/children
completing their homework to the best of their abilities and on time
helps them in developing a growth mindset around making the
most of their learning. Homework supports classroom learning, it
develops positive study habits leading into high school, and it gives
children responsibility and ownership of their time management
and learning.

Reading- Students in 5/6 should aim to read for at least 45 minutes
each day, on top of the time spent at school. Reading is highly
beneficial for a child’s brain development and developing a positive
attitude towards it and fulfilling the nightly requirements will aid
your child’s learning, focus and ability to process new information.
Your child’s reading material should be chosen according to their
own reading level and personal interest Home reading should also
be an enjoyable and constructive experience. Reading log books
should be filled in nightly and signed by parents weekly.

SWPB - All classes at ANPS follow a values based School Wide
Positive Behaviour (SWPB) approach and this is supported
through a whole school focus on RELATIONSHIPS and
LEADERSHIP, the school’s Vision and Values and the SWPB
Matrix (included in your child’s diary). Please discuss these values
with your child.

Diaries– Students will be actively recording reminders about
personal tasks and upcoming whole school and class events in their
school diaries. Please check and sign the diary each time it is
updated. The student diary is also a parent / teacher
communication tool, so please feel free to communicate with
classroom teachers as required. 

We encourage parents to sign student diaries. 



Thank you, Darryl Leech and Jessica Duffy
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NAPLAN– NAPLAN will be held for Grad Five
students from 10th-20th of March. More
information will be coming soon.

Grade 6 Transition- Parents of grade 6 students
should be thinking about which school they would
like their child to attend in 2027 as a Year 7 student. 

More details about this will be coming home over
the coming weeks. 

It is now a good idea to be taking tours of local High
Schools and attending information sessions, to
begin the decision making process, for this big step
in your child’s education.

InquiryInquiry
Inquiry Unit

This term the first unit of Inquiry is called “Healthy
Mind, Healthy Body”. It will be based around the

concepts of developing a positive, growth mindset and
the factors that contribute to our health and energy as

we grow up. 
The focus questions for this unit of work are:

a.What key elements ensure a happy and healthy
physical and mental lifestyle?

b.Why is goal setting an important part of leading a
productive life?

c.How do our bodies change, both physically and
mentally as we journey from               childhood to

adulthood?
d.How can we improve our healthy habits?

Leadership- Grade 6 students will have the opportunity
to deliver speeches in respect of House and Peer
Leadership positions. 

School/House Captains and Head Peer Leaders will take
part in the Young Leaders’ Day Conference coming up
this term. This is a marvellous opportunity for the
students to listen to the leadership views of inspirational
and positive role models. 

An objective of the day will be to empower students with
practical skills and motivation to positively contribute to
the school and their own personal lives.

Summer Interschool Sport begins on Feb 27th with teams
representing Tennis Hot Shots, Soccer, Volleyball Stars,
and Basketball. All students will be participating in
interschool sport in 2026.

AUSLANAUSLAN

Throughout 2026 students will continue their LOTE
studies with ongoing lessons in AUSLAN. 

Students will take part in interactive lessons in order to
buidl the skills that they have been learning during

previous Auslan lessons,
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We are looking forward to a wonderful Term 1!

VISUAL ARTSVISUAL ARTS

Grade 5/6 students will extend
advanced drawing and observation
skills through detailed sketchbook
and visual journal work. They will
practise proportion, shading, value
and one-point perspective, plan
and refine ideas using thumbnails
and annotations, explore personal
symbols and composition, and
reflect on their artistic growth
using art language and thoughtful
self-assessment.

Ms Caulfield

ICTICT

Performing artsPerforming arts

PEPE
Altona North Primary SchoolAltona North Primary School

Students will be part of
organisational and fitness activities
that promote cooperation and self-
awareness of healthy lifestyles. They
will participate in a lacrosse unit to
learn the core skills of picking up
ground balls, carrying the ball and
throwing and catching using the
lacrosse stick. They will follow these
skills play in small team lacrosse
games. They will also be using
skipping ropes to practise jumping
and aerobic movement. Year 5 and
6 students will additionally be
involved in summer interschool
sports, including volleyball, basketball,
tennis, hot shots and tee ball. 

Mr Godfrey
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This term, students will continue building
their confidence using online learning
tools in preparation for NAPLAN. They
will practise important digital skills such
as navigating websites, searching for
information effectively and carefully
selecting and checking their answers
online.
Students will also work on improving
their typing speed and accuracy.
Developing these skills will help them
complete digital tasks more comfortably
and with greater confidence.

Mr Patterson

Grade 5/6 students will build
foundational skills in ukulele,
keyboard, and mixed
percussion. They will learn
instrument techniques, chords,
melodies, and rhythm, play
songs individually and in
ensembles, develop listening
and timing skills, and reflect on
their learning through
performance and discussion,
fostering music literacy and
collaborative musical
confidence.

Ms Caulfield


